
Featured Video N°17 
Ingenious Animals 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IubJ3rd84ws 

Ingenious Animals is the title of a BBC ONE series in which a team of wildlife experts travel the globe in search of the 

most surprising animal stories and reveal how and why animals do such remarkable things. In this particular clip, the 

behaviour of the remarkable Clouded Leopard is discussed. 

 

About the Clouded Leopard 

 

Clouded leopards are two species of wild cat that live throughout the forests of Southeast Asia. The smallest of the 

big cats, they are secretive and rare in the wild, preferring to remain alone and hidden from view. Because of this, 

studying them is a unique challenge, and while we know much from watching cats in captivity, these two species of 

cat remain elusive and poorly understood. 

  

Clouded leopards primarily live in lowland tropical rainforests, but can also 

be found in dry woodlands and secondary forests. They have been spotted 

at elevations up to 9000 feet in the Himalayan Mountains. Historically, their 

range covered most of Southeast Asia from Nepal and southern China 

through Thailand, Indonesia, and Borneo. However, this range has shrunk 

due to habitat destruction and human poaching. 

  

Clouded leopards are a medium-sized cat named for the cloud-like spots on 

its coat. These provide camouflage in the dappled light of its forest habitat. 

(In China the cat is known as the 'Mint Leopard' because its spots can also 

look like mint leaves). The cats usually stand 25-40cm tall and are 1.2 to 

1.8m long, almost half of which is the tail. Males tend to be larger and weigh up to 23 kg, while females rank in at 

about 16 kg. Clouded leopards can live to about 17 years old in captivity. 

 

Fitting for an arboreal creature, clouded leopards are one of the best climbers in the cat family. They are able to 

climb upside down underneath tree branches, hang from branches with their hind feet, and even descend head first, 

like a squirrel. Several adaptations allow clouded leopards to achieve these amazing arboreal skills. Their legs are 

short and stout, providing leverage and a low centre of gravity. Furthermore, a clouded leopard's extremely long tail 

provides an excellent balancing aid. For grip their large paws are armed with sharp claws and specialized padding 

that conforms to the shape of the branch. The hind feet possess flexible ankle joints that allow the foot to rotate 

backwards as well. 

  

Another distinctive feature of the clouded leopard is its long canine teeth and unusual skull. The clouded leopard has 

the longest upper canine teeth for its skull size of any modern carnivore, causing some people to compare the cat 

with the extinct sabre-toothed cat. 

 

Tasks - read the questions before watching the video 

 

 The verb 'chuff' is used in this video. What do you think it refers to?  

 Name three characteristics of the Clouded Leopard. 

 Which part of this video surprised you the most? 

 What are these Leopards perfectly adapted to (mentioned in the clip)? 

 

Learn the meaning of the 20 words in bold red type in the context in which they are used. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IubJ3rd84ws

