
Homework for week October 5th  

Business BREXIT vote ‘up for grabs’ as half of entrepreneurs still 
undecided 

Britain’s businesspeople could vote for the country to leave Europe ahead of the upcoming 
in-or-out referendum.  

Half of senior bosses have not taken a firm position over whether Britain should stay in the 
union putting their vote "up for grabs", according to a British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) 
survey. 
 
Senior bosses are waiting for more information from David Cameron before deciding which way 
to vote, with 50 per cent stating the terms of the Prime Minister's deal will have a major affect 
on their stance.  
 
Less than a third of businesspeople claim to be familiar with the PM’s renegotiation package – 
with those who are not at all familiar representing another third.  
 
It shows a clear need for greater clarity from the Government, the business group said. 

If the vote were to take place tomorrow, one in ten people are not sure how they would vote, 
while 63 per cent would want to stay in and 27 per cent would vote to leave. 

Yet half said this could change depending on renegotiated membership terms, which could 
easily swing the vote in favour of leaving. 

More than half think there would be no impact or a positive impact on their business is Britain 
left the EU. 

Four in ten said it could have a negative impact. 

The survey also showed that businesspeople are following the EU debate closely, with more 
than half reading about it at least once a week. 

John Longworth, director general of the British Chambers of Commerce, said: “Businesspeople 
want more clarity on the Prime Minister’s renegotiation plans before they have their say on 
Britain’s future in the EU. 

"With half keeping their options open before making up their mind on how to vote, businesses’ 
top concerns need to be at the top of Downing Street’s negotiation agenda. 
 
“Many assume that the EU referendum is a simple in-out debate where both camps are firmly 
entrenched in their positions, but this survey shows that businesspeople want more 
information and greater clarity, and for now at least their vote is still up for grabs. 

More than half of the business community say they want the Prime Minister to secure the 
power to block proposed EU legislation and around 40 per cent said they want the UK to be 
able to opt out from an ‘ever closer union’. 



Tighter migration controls are also on the agenda with 40 per cent wanting the UK to have 
more power. 

A reduction in European regulation and red tape, as well as change in the balance of power 
between Brussels and individual member countries are on the list of demands from business 
leaders. 

Mr. Longworth added: “Businesspeople are demanding a real shift in the balance of power 
between the UK and Brussels in any deal. 
 
"Clear safeguards for the UK and greater decision-making here at home, are at the top of their 
priority list." 
 
The results of the survey chime with findings last week that showed overall small firms are split 
over whether to vote in or out ahead of the vote.  
 
The research by the Federation of Small Businesses also showed that just one in three small 
businesses believe that the EU is good for their enterprise. 

 

 

1) ARGUE THREE REASONS WHY, IN YOUR OPINION, BRITAIN SHOULD VOTE TO REMAIN IN THE 

E.U. 

 

2) ARGUE THREE REASONS WHY PULLING OUT OF THE E.U. COULD BE BENEFICIAL TO THE UK 

ECONOMY. 

 

3) ARGUE THREE REASONS WHY BRITAIN’S PERMANENCE IN THE E.U. IS BENEFICIAL THE E.U’s 

SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT. 

 

4) What is meant by the expression “up for grabs”? 

 

5) Which EU legislation do you think the business community would like the Prime Minister to 

block? 

 

6) Lastly, might the percentages given in this article be consistent with current thinking within the 

business sector in Italy?  
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