
The Mighty Water Crossing 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=6pBT8n-SNWk 

 

The dramatic migration of 3000 reindeer across 2.5 Km of water to new pastures 

 
Reindeer are slightly smaller than caribou and 

were domesticated in northern Eurasia about 

2000 years ago. Today, they are herded by many 

Arctic peoples in Europe and Asia. These peoples 

depend on the reindeer for almost everything in 

their economy including food, clothing and 

shelter. Some even keep reindeer for pets! 

Reindeer were introduced into Alaska and Canada 

last century, but most attempts failed. Native 

peoples in these countries still prefer to hunt 

caribou rather than herd reindeer. Reindeer and 

caribou have unique hairs which trap air providing them with excellent insulation. These hairs also help 

keep them buoyant in the water. They are very strong swimmers and can move across wide rushing 

rivers and even the frozen ice of the Arctic Ocean 

 

 

 

Helping Reindeer Cross a Treacherous Strait 

Sometimes, even Santa’s strongest and swiftest 

assistants need a little help. Reindeer in the Arctic 

lead a tough existence, depending on a delicate 

balance of climate, food supplies, and predator/prey 

relationships to maintain their population numbers. A 

slight deviation in any of these factors can have dire 

consequences. And as climate change accelerates, 

that balance is disappearing. 

 Field data suggest that the predicted two-to four-degree temperature rise in the coming decades would 

result in an increase in the level of insect harassment and a corresponding loss of energy reserves in the 

reindeer. On top of that, some reindeer herds must achieve astounding physical feats that tax those 

energy reserves even more, such as this population in northern Norway, shown in the video. Every year, 

these animals must swim across chilly, just above-freezing Arctic waters. Their goal is to reach the 

mainland where they can get the lichen they need to make it through the winter. Watch this segment 

from the Discovery Channel’s series, Human Planet. In it, Elle-Helene, a young Norwegian girl, leads the 

dramatic migration of three thousand reindeer across more than a two and a half kilometres of water to 

new pasture.  

 

Luckily, Santa’s helpers not only include reindeer, but reindeer herders such as Elle-Helene! 
 

Tasks  

a) Write a summary of what you see and hear. 

b) What do videos of this kind tell us of Man's     

    relationship with the animal world? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=6pBT8n-SNWk

